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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgements 

The examiner for this application has changed. Please indicate Examiner Rajesh 
Khattar as the examiner of record in all future correspondence. This office action is in 
response to Applicant's communication filed on 2/1/2008. Amendment filed dated 
10/5/2007 in which new claims 35-39 were added has been entered. Amendment filed 
dated 1 1/19/2007 in which new claims 40 and 41 were added has also been entered. 
As such, claims 1-41 are pending in the application. 

As per Petition decision dated 5/19/2008, the final office action dated 1 1/2/2007 
is vacated and the abandonment of this case is thus withdrawn. Examiner has 
introduced a new ground of rejection in this office action which causes this office action 
to be a new non-final. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 23 is objected to because of the following informalities: Examiner 
recommends changing "communication with" to "communication to" for clarity. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 2 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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In claim 2, transmitting the input via an RF signal to the at least one input device 
is confusing. Examiner interprets this limitation to be transmitting the input via an RF 
signal to the at least one other input device. 

In a similar manner, Examiner interprets the claim 23 to be transmitting the input 
via wireless communication to the at least one other input device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 2 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 01 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 2 is directed to a method to transmit 
the input via a signal which is a non-statutory subject matter. As per MPEP § 2106.02, If 
the "acts" of a claimed process manipulate only numbers, abstract concepts or ideas, or 
signals representing any of the foregoing, the acts are not being applied to appropriate 
subject matter. Gottschalk v. Benson, 409 U.S. 63, 71-72, 175 USPQ 673, 676 (1972). 

Claim 7 is directed to a method of programming a RFID tag with the deposit data. 
A purely software claim that is not tied to any structure is not patent eligible subject 
matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-13, 17, 20-22, 24-25 and 26-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Fukatsu, US Patent No. 4,593,183. Fukatsu discloses a method 
comprising: 

(a) receiving depositor input via remote communication through at least one input 
device in operative connection with a deposit accepting machine, wherein the input 
includes data associated with at least one deposit item (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, 
lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1 -1 5, the bag cannot be obtained without selection of the 
deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20); 

(b) depositing at least one deposit item into the deposit accepting machine (Fig. 
2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag cannot be 
obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 
34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 2, Fukatsu discloses (c) transmitting the input via an RF signal 
to the at least one input device (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 
8, lines 1-15, the bag cannot be obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, 
col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 3, Fukatsu discloses wherein the at least one input device 
comprises a reader device, wherein the reader device is operative to read at least one 
radio frequency identification (RFID) tag, wherein (a) includes reading at least one RFID 
tag with the reader device (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, 
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lines 1-15, the bag cannot be obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, 
col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 4, Fukatsu discloses wherein the at least one RFID tag includes 
the data, wherein (a) includes receiving the data from the at least one RFID tag (Fig. 2, 
col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag cannot be 
obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 
34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 5, Fukatsu discloses wherein (a) includes communicating with at 
least one radio frequency identification (RFID) device (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, 
lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag cannot be obtained without selection of the 
deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20, bag 
detectors 170, 171 and 172 represent identification device). Examiner notes that the 
use of a radio frequency identification device is clearly an aesthetic design change (see 
MPEP § 2144.04). The design change that relates to ornamentation only and have no 
mechanical function cannot be relied upon to patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention from the prior art. 

Regarding claim 6, Fukatsu discloses wherein at least one RFID device 
comprises an RFID tag, wherein at least one RFID tag comprises deposit data, wherein 
(a) includes communicating RFID tag deposit data (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, 
lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag cannot be obtained without selection of the 
deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20, bag 
detectors 170, 171 and 172 represents identification device). 
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Regarding claim 7, Fukatsu discloses wherein at least one RFID tag is 
programmable, and further comprising programming the at least one programmable 
RFID tag with deposit data (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, 
lines 1-15, the bag cannot be obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, 
col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20, bag detectors 170, 171 and 
172 represents identification device). 

Regarding claim 8, Fukatsu discloses (c) depositing at least one RFID tag having 
deposit data into the deposit accepting machine (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 
5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag cannot be obtained without selection of the 
deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 9, Fukatsu discloses wherein in (b) the at least one deposit item 
includes the at least one RFID tag (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, 
col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag cannot be obtained without selection of the deposited 
transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 10, Fukatsu discloses wherein in (b) the at least one deposit 
item includes a deposit bag, and wherein the deposit bag includes the at least one RFID 
tag (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag cannot 
be obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, 
lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Fukatsu discloses wherein in (b) the at least one deposit 
item includes a deposit ticket, and wherein the deposit ticket includes the at least one 
RFID tag (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag 
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cannot be obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, 
col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 12, Fukatsu discloses wherein in (b) the at least one deposit 
item includes at least one check, and wherein the at least one check includes the at 
least one RFID tag (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, 
the bag cannot be obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 
37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 13, Fukatsu discloses wherein in (b) the at least one deposit 
item includes a plurality of checks, and wherein each check includes at least one check 
RFID tag (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag 
cannot be obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, 
col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 17, Fukatsu discloses wherein RFID tag deposit data 
corresponds to at least one of a deposit bag ID, an account number, a depositor ID, and 
a deposit amount, wherein (a) includes communicating with at least one RFID tag 
comprising deposit data (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 
1-15, the bag cannot be obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, 
lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 20, Fukatsu discloses wherein the deposit accepting machine 
comprises an automated merchant banking apparatus, wherein (b) includes depositing 
at least one deposit item into the automated merchant banking apparatus (Fig. 2, col. 2, 
lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag cannot be obtained 
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without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, 
col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 21 , Fukatsu discloses wherein the deposit accepting machine 
comprises an ATM, wherein the ATM is operative to communicate with a bank host 
computer, wherein (b) includes depositing at least one deposit item into the ATM (Fig. 2, 
col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag cannot be 
obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 
34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 22, Fukatsu discloses wherein the ATM is operative to dispense 
currency deposited in (b), and further comprising dispensing deposited currency from 
the ATM (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag 
cannot be obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, 
col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 24, Fukatsu discloses (c) preparing with the deposit accepting 
machine at least one receipt comprising an RFID tag (col. 1 , lines 45-60). 

Regarding claim 25, Fukatsu disclose wherein (b) includes outputting from the 
deposit accepting machine the at least one receipt comprising an RFID tag (col. 1 , lines 
45-60). 

Claims 26-28 and 30-32 are substantially similar to claims 1-4, 9, 10 and 12 and 
hence rejected on similar grounds. 

Regarding claim 29, Fukatsu discloses wherein the deposit data corresponds to 
at least one of a deposit bag ID, an account number, a depositor ID, and a deposit 
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amount (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag 
cannot be obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, 
col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 33, Fukatsu discloses wherein the at least one input device 
comprises at least one RFID reader device, and further comprising: (c) depositing at 
least one RFID tag into the deposit accepting machine, wherein the at least one RFID 
tag includes deposit data associated with the at least one deposit item in step (b), and 
wherein step (a) includes reading the deposit data from the at least one RFID tag with 
the at least one RFID reader device (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, 
col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag cannot be obtained without selection of the deposited 
transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 34, Fukatsu discloses wherein the at least one RFID reader 
device is located inside the machine, and wherein steps (b) and (c) are carried out prior 
to step (a) (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag 
cannot be obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, 
col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 35, Fukatsu discloses wherein step (b) includes manually 
depositing the at least one deposit item into the deposit accepting machine (Fig. 2, col. 
2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag cannot be obtained 
without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, 
col. 16, lines 8-20). 
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Claims 36-37 and 39 are substantially similar to claims 1,17 and 1 0 and hence 
rejected on similar grounds. 

Regarding claim 40, Fukatsu discloses wherein the deposit accepting machine 
includes an access opening configured to enable manual insertion of at least one 
tangible deposit item into an interior area of the deposit accepting machine, wherein 
step (b) includes manually inserting at least one tangible deposit item through the 
access opening (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5-20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, 
the bag cannot be obtained without selection of the deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 
37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 14-16, 18-19, 23, 38 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukatsu in view of Official Notice. Regarding claim 41 , Fukatsu 
discloses wherein the deposit accepting machine includes an access opening 
configured to enable manual insertion of at least one tangible deposit item into an 
interior area of the deposit accepting machine (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 40-65, col. 3, lines 5- 
20, Fig. 9, col. 8, lines 1-15, the bag cannot be obtained without selection of the 
deposited transaction, col. 8, lines 37-60, col. 15, lines 34-63, col. 16, lines 8-20). 
Fukatsu discloses the invention as described above. Fukatsu fails to specifically 
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disclose wherein each check RFID tag includes check data associated with at least one 
check indicia, wherein (a) includes receiving check data, wherein check indicia is at 
least one of an account number, a check number, an amount, a payee, and a payer, 
wherein (a) includes receiving check data associated with at least one of an account 
number, a check number, an amount, a payee, and a payer, wherein the check data is a 
value, wherein the value is a function of plural check indicia, wherein (a) includes 
receiving the value, wherein the RFID tag deposit data corresponds to a deposit 
amount, wherein the deposit amount includes the types of deposit items involved in the 
deposit and their respective amounts, wherein (a) includes receiving the deposit amount 
from the at least one RFID tag, wherein the RFID tag deposit data corresponds to a 
depositor ID, wherein the depositor ID includes a digital signature, wherein (a) includes 
receiving the depositor ID from the at least one RFID tag, transmitting the input via 
wireless communication with the at least one input device, wherein step (b) includes 
reading deposit data corresponding to a deposit amount and wherein the at least one 
input device is operative to receive via remote communication, depositor input data 
associated with the at least one tangible deposit item. However, Examiner takes Official 
Notice in this regard as these limitations are old and well known in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skills in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the disclosure of Fukatsu to include the 
disclosure of Official Notice. The motivation for combining these references would have 
been within the personal knowledge of a person having ordinary skills in the art. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RAJESH KHATTAR whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7981 . The examiner can normally be reached on Flex schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Rajesh Khattar/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3693 



